GREAT 1 DANGER” 


BEING 


The Subſtance SA a Sermon reached January TY 1645 55 

Before the then Lord Mayor of the City of London, Sir, 
Thomas Adams; together with the Sheriffs, Aldermen, 
and common Council of the ſaid City, being the — 
of their taking the Som League and — at 
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8 Tie ae nee le en e 

IN the beginning of the Chapter: the Apoſtle tells us the condition 

| that the Church of GOD ſhould be in, in the Laſt Days, This kon- 
alſo, that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall-come. In the 2 verſe he tells 

x the reaſon why theſe Times ſhould be ſuch bard and dangerous times; = 

Ir men ſhall be lovers of themſelves, / couvetous,” &. The Reaſon is not -16 

wn from the wiferies and calommities. of the laſt Times, but from the H 

m and iniquities of the laſt Times. Is; 3s ſin and iniquity that makes 

mes truly peridous 3 Sin and ſim only, takes away GOD Love and Fa- 

nur from a Nation, and makes GOD turn an Enemy to it. Sin cauſethb 

ob to take away the Purity and Power of his Ordinances from a Na- 

on. Sin makes all the Creatures to be Armed againſt us, and makes 

ic own Confciences to fight againſt us. Sin is the canſe ef all the cauſes © 

perilous Times. Sin is the cauſe of our Civi Wars, 2 Sam. 12. 11. 

" is the cauſe of ' our Diviſions, Jam. 4. 1. Jin is the caule why men 

il into ſuch dangerous Errors, 2 Theft 2. 11. Jin brings ſuch kinds of 

d2ments which no other thing can bring. Sin brings inviſible, ſpiri- 

al, and eternal Judgments ; it is fin that makes GOD give over a Na- 

In to a reprobate ſenſs, Rom. 1. 24. Sin makes all Times dangerous; 

tthe Times be never ſo proſperous, y et ii they be ſinſul Times, they 
Times truly dangerous And if they be not ſinful, they arc not 

angerous, tho never ſo miſerable. It is ia that makes Aid ion to be 

e Fruits of GOD's revenging Wrath, part ot the Cerſe due to Sin, and a | 

eginning of He. It is i and fo only, that imbitners every Aſlidtian. 0 

et us for ever look upon ſin through theſe Seripture d pettacl int. | 
The Apoſtle in four Verſes reckonr'upi19""/us, as the: Cauſes of the 

lleries of the laſt Days 1 3 call theſe 19 fun Era 


W 
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, a ef I 
Lopking-Glaſs, wherein we may fee what are the Claudi that Ecly| 
GOD's Countenance from (hining upon us: the Mountains that ly it 
the. way to linder the Sectlement of Church, Diſcipline. Even theſe 15 
Sin, which are as ati Iron: N of 19- ſtrings, with which. GQDviswhic 
ing England at this day; which gare as 19 Faggots with which OOb is 
Burning and Devouring Exgland. My purpoſe is not to ſpeak of all 
theſe fins; only let me propound a Divine Projef# how to make the 
Times happy for Soul and Body, And that:is, to ſtrike at the Rootof 
all Miſery, which is Sin and Iniquity. To repent for, & from all theſe1g 
fins, which are as the Oyl that teeds and increaſes che Hame that is now 
conſuming of us. For becauſe men are lovers of themſelves, L/ al 
contemptum- Dei & Reipublice, Beciule;men: dtive their own, Deſigns, not 
only to the neglect, but contempt bf GOD: and the common Wealth 
Becauſe men are'covetous; lovers of the World. more than lowers of GOD Be 
cauſe they are proud in Head, Heart, Loaks,aud Apparel. Becauſe they art 
Unt bankfal, turning the Mercies of GOD into Inſtrumegts of Sin, anc 
making Darts with GO Ds Bleſſings to ſhaotagainſt SOD. Becauſe mer 
are Unboly and Heady, and make many Covenants and keep none. Be 
cauſe they ate (as the Greek: word, , ſignifieth ); Demilt, acting 
the Deviſs part in accuſing the Brethren, and in bearing falle Witne 
done againſt another. Becauſe they have a Forms ef Goglineſs, denying il 
Power thereof, &c. Hence it it that theſe Times are ſo ſad and. Bloody 
Fheſe are thy Enemies, O England, that have brought thee into this de 
ſolate Condition! If ever GOD lead us back into the Wilderneſs, i 
wilt be.becauſe of: theſe ſius. And therefore if ever ye would have bleſ 
ſod Days, you muſt make it your great buſneſs to remove theſe 1 
Mountains, and repent of theſe Land- devouring and Soulzdeſtroyin 
Abominations. Fe © | , o 1 . 
At this time I ſhall pick out the firſt and tenth ſin to ſpeak on. Th 
firſt is Se love which is placed in the Frefront as the cauſe off all ch 
reſt. Se ſelove ĩs not only a ſin that makes the Times perilous, hut it 
the cauſe of all theſe ſins that · make the Times perilous, for becauſe met 
are lovers of themſelves, therefore they are Cowerouss Proud, Unboly, & 
The tenth Sin is, Truce-Breakers, and for fear leſt the Time ſhould pr: 
vent me, I ſhall begin with this ſin firſt, | | 
The tenth Sin then is Truce»Breakers.; or as Rom. 1, 33. Covenan 
Breakers, The Greek word dert, Which ſignifieth three Thing 
Firft, ſuch as are federis neſeii, as Aer renders it; or as others, {ele 


— 


{xlerabiles 5 That is, ſuch as refuſe to enter into Covenant. Or, Se 
condly, ſuch as are fædifragi, qui ous nen ſervant, (as Ei hath it) or 
ſiue ſide as Ambroſe; That is, 


as ate imlatall' and haters of Peace. 


three Obſervations. | 118 | 
Docttine 1. That to be a Covenant=Refuſcr, is a ſin that makes the 
 tinits perilous, | 
Doct. 2. That to be a Covenant. Breaker, is a fin that makts the times 
erildus. | PEST 
Dot, 3. That to be a Peace-bater, or @ Trucc · hater, if a fin that 
makes the times perilous. ; 


To begin with the firſt. 


Doctrine firſt, That to be @ CovenanteRefuſer, is à ſin that makes 
the times perilous; To be ſæderis neſeius, or infederabilis; For the un- 


Religious Covenants, Firſt, There are Deviliſt Covenants, ſuch as AF. 
23, 12, and Jaiab 28. 15. ſuch as the Holy League Cas it was unjultly- 
called) in France -againlt the Hugenits, and that of our Gun-powder 
Traitors in England. 

Now to refuſe to make ſuch Covenants, is not to make the Times pe- 
rilzus, but the taking of them makes the Times periltus. Secondly, 


with mine eyes, why then ſhould I think upon amaid ? ſuch as P[a; 119. 106. 


to endzavour after, tho you did not ſwear. Your {wearing is not 


another Bond to tye you to the obedience of the things you {wear un- 


at take it a Heart to keep it, it will make theſe three e the 
Glory of the World. And as one of the Reverend Commiſſioners "ef Scot- 


lord laid, when it was firſt taken in a moſt Solemn manner at Weſt mine 


uch as break Faith and Covenant. Or, 
Thirdty, Such as are implacabiles 3 or as others fine pace; That is, ſuch 


According to this threefold ſenſe of the word, I fall gather theſe 


derdanding of this, you muſt know that there are two forts of Cœve- 
nanti, there are Deviliſh and Helliſh Covenants, and there are Godly and 


There are Godly Covenants ; ſuch as Fob 3 1. 1. 1 have made a Covenant 


I bave ſworn and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous Judgment; 
luch as 2 Chron. 15 +14. and ſuch as this is, which you are met to take 

this day, For you are to {wear to ſuch things which you are bound 
ſclum vineulum, but novum vinculum, is not the vnly, but only a new, and 


to; which are fo Excellent and fo Glorious, that if GOD give thoſe - 


fer, by the Parliament and the Aſſembly ; That if the Pepe ſpould bave this 
Covenant wriztew upon a Wall over againſt lim ſitting in bis Chair, it would 


: | (42); 
be unto Bim lik: the band-writing to Belſhazz ir; cauſing bis joynts to looſe 
and bis knees to [mite one againſt another, And I miy add. that if i 
be faithfully and fully kept, it will make all the Devils in bell to 
tremble, as fearing leſt their Kingdom ſhould not ſtand long. Now 
then for a man to be an Anti-Covenanter, and to be ſuch a Covenant- 
re fuſer, it muſt needs be a ſin that makes the times perilous, 

And the Reaſon is, WE | | 
Reaſon, 1. Becauſe you ſhall find in Scripture, That when any Nati- 
on did enter into a /olemn religious Covenant, God did exceedingly bi; 
and proſper that Nation after that Time, es appears 2 Chron, 15. 19. 
2 Kings 11. 20. And we have a Promiſe for it, Deut. 29+ 12, 13. That th:u 
ſouldefF enter into Covenant with the Lord iby God, &c. That be may efiablih 
thee to day for a People unto himſelf, and that be may be to thee & God, &c 
And * to be a Covenant · Refuſer, is to make our Miſeties per- 

petual. | | 

Reaſon 2. Becauſe it is the higheſt Act of God's Love to Man, to vouchs 
fafe to engage himſelf: by Oath and Covenant to be his God: Soitis the 
bigheſt Demonſtration of Man's Love to God, to bigd himſelf by 0:5 
and Covenant to be God's; there is nothing. obligeth Ged more to us, than 
to ſee us willing to tye, and bind our ſelves unto his Service. And 
therefore, they that in this Senſe are Anti-/Crwu:nanters, are Sons of he- 
ia, that refuſe the Yoke of the Lord, that ſay, as P/Qal. 2. 3. Let ws bree k 
6% Band: aſun ler, and caſt away his Cords from us; ſuch as oderurt vinculu 
peitatas, which is a Soul- deſtroy ing, and a Land. de ſtroy ipg Sin. 2 

Reaſen. 3. Becauſe that the Union of England, Scotland and Ireland. 
into one Covenant, is the chief, if not the only Preſervative of tizem at 
this time: You find in our Engliſh Chronicles, that England wa never de- 
royed, but when divided within it ſelf, our Civil Diviſions brought in the 
Raman, the Saxm, Danes, and Normans ; But now the Anti- 
Corsnantets, they divide the Parliament within it ſelf, and 
the City withn it ſelf, and England again(l it ſelf; 
he is as a Stm ſeparated flom the Building, which is ct 
no uſe to it ſelf, and threatneth the Ruin of the;Buildinp, Jeſus CErif 15 
called inSecripture the CornerStone, which is a Stone that unites TRE (Wo ene; 
of tlie Building together; Jeſus Chriſt is a Stone of Unioz ; And therefore 
they that ſou! Diviſion, and iludy unjuſt S: paration, have litile of Je 
crit in them. When the Ten Tribes began to divide from the other cwo 
Tribes, they preſently began to wat one againſt another, and to tuin 
one another : The Anti covenanter he divides and icparates, and Gifs 

unites, And therefore he makes perilous times. My 


. 


— 
My chief Aim is at the 24, Doctine. 


r 

Doct. 2. That for « Covenant-taker to be a Covenant. realer, iu 4 Sin that 
makes the Times perilous, . ans 

For the opening ofthis Point, I muſt diſtinguiſh again of Covenants ; 
there are Civil, and there are Religious Covenants; a Civil Covenant, is 
a Covenant betwixt Man and Man; and of this the Text is primarly, 
tho not only to be underftood. "Now, for a Man to break Promiſe and 
C:venant with his Brother, is a Land deſfreying, and Soul-deRirozing Abo- 
minatien. We read, 2 Sam. 21. That becauſe Saul had broken the Cowes 
nant that Foſpun made with the Eibronites, God ſent a Famine in DAbid's 
tim2, of three Years Continuance, to teach us, That if we falſifie cur Werd 
and Oath,God will avenge Covenant=breaking, tho i: be 40 Nears after. Fa- 
maus is that Text, Fer. 34. 17, 18, 19, 20. Becaule the Princes and the Peo- = 
ple brake the Covenant which tbeꝝ bad 23, with their Servants (tho but their 1 
dervants) God tells them, Becauſe ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclæ- 
ming Liberty every one to bis Brother, &c. Bebold ] proclaim Liberty fer you, 
ſai-h the Lord, to the Sword, to the Peſtilence, and to the Famine: And I will 
male you to be removed into all the Kingdoms. of the Earth &c, We read alſo, 
Ez F. 17. 18, 19, 20. That God'rells Zedekiab, Becauſe he brake the Co- 
venant he had made with the King of Babylon, that therefore be would 
1c-601penſe upon bis bead the Oath that he had deſpiſed, and the Covenant that 
le bad broken, and would bring bim to Baby lon, ani plead with bimthere for the 
Treſpaſs which be bad treſpaſi:4 againſt the Lord. David tells us, Pſal. 15. 4. 
That it is a Sin that ſhuts a Man out ofHeaven. The7wkiſhHiſtory tells us 
o a Covenant made between Amuratb, that great Tur and Ladiſlaus King 
of Hungary, and how the Pope abſolved Ladiſtiui from the Oatb, and pro- 
voked him to gehew the War, In which War, the Turck being put to 
the worſt, and deſpaĩring ol Victory, pulls out a Paper which he had in 
his Boſom, wherein the League was written, and ſaid. O the God of the 
Chriſtians, if thou beeſt a true God, be revenged of thoſe that have, without cauſe, 
broken the League made by calling uon thy Name, And the Story ſays, That 
alter he had ſpoken theſe Words, he had, as itwere, A newHeart and Spirit 
tus into bim and his Soldiers, and that they obtained a glorious Victory 
over Ladiſſaus, ThusGod avenged the Quarrelof Man'sCovenant, The like 
Story we read of Rodelpbus Duke of Sweden, who, by the Pope's Inſtigati- 
on, waged War with Henry the 4 Emperor of Germany, to whom ne had 
lworn the contrary, the Fope ſent a Crown to him with this Motto, Feira 
«it Petro, Petrus diadema Rodolpbo, butin the Fight it chanczd that Ro- 

| B 2 ddigbus 


r 5 
dolpbus loſt his Bight Hand, and Falling ſick upon it, he called for it, and 
ſaid, Hpectate banc dextram legitima [upplicia expendentem, quæ fidem Sacramento 
munitum & HinricoDeminomeo datam vobisurgentibus, præter æquumt jus temert 


0 

| { 

vilavit, Beholdchis Right Hand with which IL ſubſcribed to the Em- 
| 

| 


peror, with which J have violated. my Oath, and therefore I am rightly 
puniſhed. Iwill not trouble you withrelating that gallant. Story of 
| Regu lun, that choſe rather to expoſe himſelf to a cruel Death, than to 
falſiſie his Oath to the Carthaginians. The Sum of ali is, if it be ſuch a 
crying Abomination to break Covenant between Man and Man; and if 
ſuch Perfons are accounted. as the Off: ſcouring of Men, not worthy to live 
in a Ebriſtian, no not in a Heathen Common-ealth 1. If it be a Sin that 
| Sees down Vengeance from Heaven; much more for a Man to enter 
into a Copenant with the Great Jehovah, and to break ſuch a Religious 
Engagement ; this muſt needs be a deſtroying, and Soul- damning Sin. 
| And of ſuch Religious Covenants I am now to ſpeak. oh 

| There are two Covenants thatGod made with Man, a Covenant of Na- 
| tureʒand a Covenant of Grace. The Covenant of Nature (or of Works) was 
made with Adam and all Mankind in him. This Covenant Adam broke, and 
God preſently had a quarrel.againſt him for breaking of it, Gen 3.8, 9. And 
to avenge the quarrel of the Covenant, he was thruſt out of Para- 
f diſe, and there was a Sword alſo placed at the eaſt:end of the Garden 
| of Eden, to avenge Covenant- breaking. And by nature we are all 
Children of wrath, Heirs of Hell, becauſe of the breach of that Cove- 
@ nant. And therefore we ſhould never think of Original Sin, or of 
the ſinfulneſs and curſedueſi of dur natural condition, but we Huld remember 

i what a grievous fin Covenant-breaking is. 15 r 
1 But after man was fallen, God was pleaſed to ſtrike a new Cove - 
| nant, whch is uſually. called a Covenant of Grace, or of Reconcilia- 
tion, a Copy of which you (ball read, Ez:&. 16. 7, 8, 9. This was firſt 
propounded to Adam by way of Promiſe, Gen. 3. The ſeed of the Woman 
hall bruiſe the Serpents head, And then to Abraham by way, of Covenant, 
i Gen. 17. 1n thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the world be bleed. And then 
to Moſes by way of Teſtament, Exod. 33. It is nothing elſe but the fre 
and gracious tender of Feſus Chriſt, and all bis rich purchaſes to all the loſt and | 
undone ſons of Adam, that ſhall believe in bim; or as the Phraſe is Je. 
56. 4. That shall-take bold of the Covenant. Now you muſt Know that Bap- 
tiſm is a ſeal of this Covenant, and that all that ate Baptiſed, do Sacra- 
mentally, at leaſt engage themſelyes to walk before God, and —— 

R PAGE ” upri 


upright; and God inewilg nage hintelf to be their God. This 
Covenant is likewiſe renewed when we come to the Lords Supper, 
wherein we bind our ſelves, by a Sacramental Oath unto thankfulneſs 
to God for. Chriſt; Add further, that beſides this general covenant 


of Grace, whereof the Sacraments are Seals, there are particular 


and Perſonal; and Family, and National Covenants. Thus J had 
his covenant Job 3. r. and David, Pſa. 119, 106. And when he came to 
be King, he joyned in Covenant with his People to ſerve the Lord. 


Thus Aſa, Febviadsb, and Joflah, &6c.” Thus the People of Iſrael had 


not only a covenant in Circumciſion, but renewed a Covenant at Horeb 
and Moab, and did often again and again bind themſelves to God by 


Vow and Covenant. And thus the Churches of Chriſt; Chriftians, beſides 


the Vow inBaptiſm,have many Perſonal and National Engagements unto 
God by Covenant, which are nothing elſe but the Renovations, and 
particular Applications of that firſt Vow in Baptiſm, Of this Nature is 
that you are to renew this day, r. 

Now give me leave to ſhew you what 4 Sword- procuring and Soul. 
undoing ſin, this ſin of Covenant - brealting is; and then the Reaſon of it. 
Famous is that Text, Þ Lev, 26. 25. And I will ſend my Sword which 
ſhall avenge the quarrel of my Covenarit. ] The words in Hebrew run 
thus, 1 will avenge tbe Avengement, in the Greek w/ixn ovindixnaw, The 
Latines uleiſcar ultionem ; which importeth thus much, that God is at 


open War, and at publick Dyfiance with thoſe that break his Covenant: 


he is not only angry with them, but he will be revenged of them. 
The Lord hath a controverſie with all Covenant-Breakers, Hof74. 1. 
as it is Lev. 26. 23. the Lord will walk contrary to them. In the 29 
of Deut. firſt” God takes his people into Covenant, and then he tells 
them of the happy condition they ſhould be in, if they did keep the 
Covenant, but if they did break Covenant, he tells chen. erf 20. 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25. that the Lord will not fpare him; but the anger of 
the Lord and his Jealouſie ſhall ſmoke againft that man, afid all the 


curſes that are written in this Book ſhall ly upon him, and the Lord ſhall ; 


blot out his Name from under Heaven, and the Lord ſhall ſeparate 


bim, &%. and when the Nations ſhall fay, Wherefore hath the Lord 


done thus unto the Land? What meaneth the heat of this great an- 
ger ? then chall men ſay, Becauſe they have forfaken the Covenant 
ot the LordGod of their Fathers, &. This was the fin that cauſed God to 
lend his People Iſrael into captivity, * to remove the Candleſtick from 


dne 
— 


— 
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break a Commandment of God, for the more Mercy there is in the thing 


Hell procuring ſin to break the leaſt of Gods Commandments, much 


joyned wich an Oath, it is a mutual ſtipulation. between God and us; 


is by virtue of the Covenant that we are made partakers of the 0r4i- 


nant is the Foundation of all the Priviledges, and Prerogatives, and 


is cut off, whece the Covenant is willinzly broken. To break Covenant 


Vvenge the quarrel ef his Commandments, if God was avenged upon the Stick- 


lis . 

the Aan Churches, it is for this fin that the Sword is now devouring 
Germany, Ireland, and  Ezgland, c. God hath ſent his Sword to a. 
venge the quarrel of his Covenant. „ 

The Realons why this fin is a God- provoking ſin, are, | 

Reaſon 1. Becaule that to ſin againſt tbe Ccvenant, is a greater ſin 
than to /in againſt « Commandment of God, or to ſin againſt a Promile, 
or to fin againſt an Ordinance of God, Firſt, It is a greater ſin than to 


we fin againſt, the greater is the ſin” Now there is more Mercy in a 
Covenant, than in a bare Commandment. The Commandment tells us our 
Duty, but gives no power to do it. But the Covenant of Grace gives 
power to do what it requires to be done. And therefore if it be a 


more to be a Covenant-breaker, Heb. 10. 28, 29. 2. It is a greater ſin 
than to fin againſt a Promiſe of God; becauſe a Covenant is a Promiſe 


And therefore if it be a great ſin to break Promiſe, much more to 
break Covenant. 3. It is a greater ſin than to ſin againſt an Ordinance, 
hecauſe the Covenant is the Root and Ground of all the Ordinances. It 


nances; The Word is the Book of the Covenant, and the Sacraments 
are the Seals of the Covenant. And if it be a ſin. of an bigh Nature to 
fin againſt the Book of the. Covenant, and the Seals of the Coverar:, 
much more againſt the Covenant it ſelf; ro break Covenant is a funda- 
mental ſi, it razeth the very Foundation of Chriſtianity, becauſe the Cove- 


hopes of the Saints of God; And therefore we read, Epb. 2, 12. That 
a Stranger from the Covenant, is one without hope. All hope of Heaven 


35 an univerſal ſin, it includes all. other fins By virtue of the Covenant 
we tye our ſelves to the obedience of Gods Commandments, we. give 
up our ſelves to the guidance of Jeſus chrifl, we own him for our Lord 
and King; all the Promiſes of this Life, and that that 
is o come, ate contained within the Covenant. The Ordinances 
are Fruits of the Covenant: And therefore.they that forſake the Cove- | 
mant commit many fins in one, and bring not only many, but all curſes 
upon their Heads. The Sum of the firſt Argument is, F tbe Lord will a- 


gatherer for breaking the Sabbath; meh more will he be avenged upon a 
3 ; I * 2 — — : cove · 
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Covenantebreaket: If God will avenge the quarrel of a Promiſe, if the 
quarrel of a Ordinance : If they that  reje& the Ordinances ſhall be 
puniſhed ;.,[ of how much. ſorer puniſſiment. ſhall they be . thoughe - 
worthy, that trample under their feet the Blood of the covenant? ] If 
God was avenged of thoſe that abuſed the 4rh of the Covenant, much 
more will he puniſh thoſe that abuſe the Angel of the Covenant, 

The ſecond Reaſon why Covenant-breaking, is ſuch a Land-deſtroy- © 
ing ſin, is, becaule it is a Solemn and Serious Thing to enter into Co- 
venant with GOD;a matter of grezt Weight & Importance, that it is im- 
poſſible butGOD ſhould be exceedingly provoked with theſe that flight” 
it and diſteſpect it. The Vow in Baptiſm is the firſt, the moſt general, . 
and the {olemneſt that any Chriſtian took, faith Chry/ofom ; wherein 
be doth not only promiſe, but ingagehimſelf by Covenant in the fight 
'of GOD and his holy Angels to be the Servant of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
therefore GOD will not hold him guiltleſs that breaks this Vow, The 
dolemnity and Weightineſs of Covenant-takipg conſiſtzth in three 
things. NS 44," | 

1. Becauſe it is made with the Glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, 
who will not be trifled and baffled withal ; and therefore what Febz-- 
ſhapbat ſaid to his Judges, 2 Chron, 18, 6. Take: heed what ge do, for gc 
judze not for men, but for the Lord, who is with you in the Fudgment ; 19here- 
cre now tet the fear of the Lord be upon you, &c. The like I may ſay to 
every one that enters into Covenant this day, Take bred what ye do, 
er it is the Lords Covenant, and there is no iniquity with the Lord, wherefore 
10 let the fear of the Lord be upon you, for our God is a boly God, be is a 
ory God, be willnot forgive your Tranſgreſſions, ner jour ſins, as Foſhualaith 

0 24. 19. nts e | | 8 
2. Becauſe the Articles ot the Covenant are weighty and of great 
Importance: In the Covenant of Grace GOD ingageth himſelf to give 
CHRIST, and with him, all Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal Bleſ- 
lings, and we engage our ſelves to be his faithful Servants all our days. 
In this Covenant we oblige our ſelves to do great matters that nearly 
concern the Glory of God, the good of our Souls, and the happinels- 
| of the three Kingdoms. And in ſuch Holy and Heavenly things which 
b nearly concern our everlaſting Eſtate, to dally and trifle muſt needs 
| incenſe the Anger of the great Jehovah. | 
| 3+ The manner uſed both by Fe 


inne | Fews, Heathens, and Chriſtians, in en- — 
ing, into Covenant doth clearly ſet out the Meigbiineſi of it, and what 
3855. | SL 4L | 1 
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-a' horrible ſinat is to break it. The cuſtom among the Fews will appear 
by divers Texts obScripture ; Fer. 34. 18. it is ſaid, Aud I will give th; 
men that bave tranſgreſſed my Covenant which they bad made before me, when 
| . they cut the Calf in twain, and paßed between the Parts thereof. The words 
| they uſed when they paſſed between the parts, were, So God divide 
| me, if I keep not Covenant, Neh, 5. 12. Nehemiah took an Oath of 
| the Prieſts, and ſhook his lap and ſaid, So God ſrake out every man from 
| bis houſe, and from bis labour, that performeth not this promiſe; even thus be 
be ſha len out and emptied, and all the Congregation ſaid, Amen. In the 
15, of Geneſis Abraham divided the Heifer, and ſhe Goat, and a Ram, 

Sc. And when the Sun was down, a [moaking furnace and burning lamp 
| paſſed between theſe Pieces. This did Repreſent Gods Preſence, faith 
| Clemens Alexandrina, and it was as if God ſhould ſay, Behold, this day 
| I enter into Covenant with thee, and if thou kezpeſt Covenant, I will 
| be as a burning lamp to enlighten and to comfort thee: but if thou break- 
: 


= eſt Covenant, I will be like a /moaktng furnace to conſume thee, Thu 
95 alſo Exod. 24. 6. Moſes makes a Covenant with I/rael, and offers Sacti- 
I fices, and takes the Blood of the Sacrifices and divides it, and half of it 
| he ſprinkles upon the Altar, (which repreſented Gods part) and the 
other half he ſprinkled upon the People, as if he ſhould ſay, 4s flit 

| + Blood is divided, ſo will God divide you if ye break Covenant. This was the 
| cuſtom among'theFews, Amongft rhe Romans, c4/a firmabant fædera jorca. 
| And when it was divided, the Feciales gave one half to 6ne Parcy, and 
| the other to the other, and ſaid, So God divide you. aſunder if you break 
: this Covenant, and let God do fo much the more by how much he is che 
| more able, bine fedus a ſædo animals ( [cilicet porco ) diuiſo. Sometimes they 
make Covenants by taking a ſtone in their Hands, and faying, If 14: 
|; this Covenant ſeriouſly and faithfully, then let the great Jupiter bleſs me, if 1 
| | ſo let me be caſl away from the face of the Gods, as I caſt away this ſtone. This 
s was called Furare per Jovem Lapidem, All theſe things are not mei 
Notions and Metaphirical Shadows, but real and ſubſtantial Practices, !1z: 
nitying unto us, that God will and muft (for it ſtands with his Hono!! 

to do it) divide and break them in pieces that break covenant wii! 

him. This day you are to take a Covenant by the lifting up "your 

Hands untothe moſt high GOD, which is a moſt emphatical Ceremony, 
hereby we do as it were call GOD to be a Witneſs and a Judge of wh: 

we do, and a Rewarder or Revenger, according as we keep or break this 
Covenant. If we keep it, the lifting uf of aur Hands will be as an _ 

n 1 Veni 


vening Sacrifice ; if we break it, the lifting up our bands will be as the I:ift= 
ing up of the hands of a Malefactor at the Bar, and procure Wo and Miz 
ſery and wringing of hand: at the great day of Appearing. 
The 3, Reaſon why God will be avenged of thoſe that are Covenant- 
Breakers, is, becauſe that a Covenant is the greateſt Obligation, and the 
moſt forcible Chain that can be invented to tye us to Obedience and 
Service ; God may juſtly challenge Obedience without Covenanting by 
virtue of Creation, Preſervation, and Redemption; he hath made us, and 
when loſt, he hath purchaſed us with his Blood, But being willing 
more abundantly to manifeſt his Love that we be the more faſtned to 
him, he hath tyed himſelt to us, and us to him by the ſtrong Bond of 
a Covenant: as if God ſhould ſay, Oh ye Sons of Men, I fee 
you are Rebellious, and Sons of Belial, and therefore if it be poſſible I 
will make you ſure. I will engage you unto me, not only by Creation, 
Preſervation, and Redemption, but alſo by the Right of Covenant and Aſſoci- 
ation. TI will make you mine by Promiſe and Oath. And ſurely he that 
will break theſe Bonds, is as bad as the man poſſeſſed with the Devil in 
the Goſpel, whom no Chains could keep faſt, When we enter into Co- 
venant with God, we take the Oath of Supremacy, and {wear unto him 
that he ſhould be our chief Lord and Governour, and that we will admit 
of no Forreign Power or Juriſdiction, but that God ſhall be all in all, 
We likewiſe take the Oath of Alegiance, to be his Servants and Vaſſals, 
and that he ſhall be our Supreme in Spirituals and Temporals. Now 
for a Ehritian that believes there is a God, to break both theſe 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, it is curſed Treaſon againſt the GOD 
of Heaven, which ſurely God will be avenged of, Amongſt the Ro- 
man, when any Souldier was preſſed, he took an Oath to ſerve the 
Captain faichfully, and not to forſake him, and he was called miles per 
Sacramentum. Sometimes one took an Oath for all the reſt, and the 
others only ſaid, The ſame Oath that A. B. took, the ſame do I. And 
theſe were called milites per conjurationem, Or milites evocati, And when 
any Souldier forſook his Captain, he had the Martial Law executed 
upon him. Thus it is with every Chriſtian : he is a profeſſed Souldier 
of Chriſt, he hath taken Preſs-money, he hath ſworn and taken the Sa- 
crament upon it to become the LORD's, he is miles per Sacramentum, and 
miles per conjurationem: And if he forſake his Captain and break Cove- 
nant, the great LORD of Hoſts will be avenged of him, as it is written, 
fer, 11, 3, Curſed be the man that _ not the words of the „ uy 
rea 
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break. Covenant is a ſin of Perjury, which is a fin of a high Nature; and 
if for Oath: the Land mourneth, much more for breach of Oaths. To 
break covenant is a fin of ſpiritual Adultery; for by Covenantin 
with God, we do as it were joyn our ſelves in Marriage to God, as the He. 
brew word fignifieth, Fer- o. 5, Now to break the Marriage. Knot, is a 
'fin for which God may juſtly give a Bill of Divorce to a Nation. To 
break Covenant is a fi» of injuſtice; for by our Covenant we do 
enter as it were into Bond to God, and engage our ſelves as a Creditor 
to his Debitor; now the fin of Injuſtice is a Land-deſtroying fin, 

The 4. Reaſon why God muſt needs be avenged on thoſe that are 
Covenant- Breakers, is, it is an act of the higheſt Sacritedge that can be 
committed, For by virtue of the Covenant, the Lord lays claim to us 
as his peculiar Inheritance, [ Ezek. 16. 8. I ſware unto thee, and entred 
into Covenant with thee, and thou becameſt mine. Fer. 31 34. I will 
be their God, and they ſhall be my people.] It is a worthy Obſerya« 
tion, that in the Covenant there is a double Surrender, one on Gods 
part, and another on our part. God Almighty makes a Surrender of 
himſelf and of his Son, and of the Holy.Ghoſt, behold, faith God, Iam 
wholly thy God; all my Power, and Mercy, and Goodneſs, &. is 
all thine;my Son is thine and all his richPurchaſes,my Spirit is thine and 
all his Graces; this is God's Surrender. On our parts, when we take 
hold of the Covenant, we make a delivery of our Bodies and Souls into 
the hands of God; we chuſe him to be our Lord and Governour, we 
reſign up our ſelves into his hands. Lord we are thine at thy diſpoſing; 
we alienat our ſelves and make a Deed of Gift of our ſelves, and give 
thee Lock and Key of Head, Heart, and Affections, &c. This is the 
Nature of every religious Covenant, but eſpecially of the Covenant of 
Grace, But now for. a Chriſtian to call in as it were his Surrender, 
to diſclaim his Reſignation, to ſteal away himfelf from God, and lay 
claim to himſelf after his Alienation; to fulfill his own Luſts, to 
walk after his own ways, to do what he liſts, and not what he 
hath covenanted to do, and ſo to Rob God of what is his, this is 
the higheſt degree of Sacriledge, which God will never ſuffer to go 
unpuniſhed. And ſurely if the Stick-gatherer, that did but alienate a 
little of God's time; and Ananias and Sapphire, that withheld but 
ſome part of their Eſtate : and if Belſhax zar for abuſing the conſecrated 
'Veſlels of the Temple, were ſo grievouſly puniſhed ; how much more 
will God puniſh thoſe that alienate themſelves from the ſervice of Boe 


5 Bibs Mt. JEET by K 1 FR —W_—_—_ WO — M 


(ure 

God to whom they have ſworn to be obedient? It is obſerved by 
a Learned Author, of three Famous Commanders of the Romans, that 
they never proſpeted after they had defiled and robbed the Temple of 
Feruſalem. Ficlt, Pompey the great, he went into the [antfum ſanctorum, 
a place never before entered by any but the High Prieſt, and the Lord 
blaſted him in all his Proceedings, after that time 1 ut illi qui terram 
non babuit ante ad victoriam, deeſſet illi terra ad Sepulturam: That he that 
before that time wanted Earth to overcome, had not at laſt Earth enough 
to bury him withall. The next was Craſſus, who took away roovo ta- 
lents of Gold from the Temple, and afterward dyed, by having Gold 
poured down his Throat. The 3. was Caſsivs, who afterwards killed 
himſelf. If then God did thus avenge himſelf of thoſe that polluted his 
conſecrated Temple 3 much more will he not leave them unpuniſhed that 
are the living Temples of the Holy Ghoſt conſecrated to God by Cove- 
nant, and afterwards proving Sacrilegious, robing God of that worſhip 
and ſervice, which they have ſworn to give him. | 
The 5th Reaſon, why thisSin makes the times perilous, is, becauſe Cove- 
nant=breakers are reckoned amongſt the number of thoſe that bave the 
mark of Reprobation upon them. I do not ſay that they are all Repro- 
bates, yet I ſay, that che ApoFle makes it to be one of thoſe Sins which are 
commited by thoſe that are given up to a reprobate mind, Rom. 1. 28, 
zi. The words are ſpoken of the Heathen, and are to be underftood of 
Covenants made between man and man, that then the Argument will 
hold à fortiori. If it be the Brand of a Reprobate to break Covenant 
with man, much more a Covenant made with the great Jebovab, by the 
lifting up of our hands to Heaven. | 5 
The laſt Reaſon is, Becauſe it is a fin, againſt ſuch infinit mercy, it is 
ſaid Jer, 31. 22. / bieb Covenant they brake, although. 1 was \a husband 10 
them, That is, although I had choſen them for my Spouſe, and mar- 
ried my felf unto them, with an everlaſtiog Covenant of merey, and 
intail'd Heaven unto them, yet they have broken my Covenant. This 

was a great provocation, Thus Ezek. 16, 4, 5. When thou waſt in thy 
blood, and no eye pitied thee to have compaſſion upon thee, I ſaid unto thee when 
thou wa in thy blood, live, yea, I/aid unto thee, live. It is twice repeated. 
As if God (bould fay, mark it O Iſrael, when no eye regarded thee, 
then I ſaid unto thee, live. Behold, faith God, ver. 8. Thy time was. the 
time of love. Behold and wonder at it, [ And I ſpread my Skirt overthee, 
and covered thy nakedneſs, yea, Ifware unto thes and entered into 
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Covenant. | I am asthou art, my people as thy people, my horſes 2s 
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Covenant with thee, ſaith the Lord, and thou becameſt mine.] And yet 
for all this, thou haſt ſinned grievouſly againſt me. Wo, wo unto thee, 
faith the Lord God, Ezek. 16. 23. there is five-fold mercie in the Cove- 
nant ( eſpecially in the Covenant of Grace ) that makes the ſin of Co. 
venant-breaking to be ſo odious. | 
I. It is a mercy that the great GOD will vouchſafe to enter into Cove. 
nant with Duſt and Aſhes. As David ſaith in another caſe, I: it alight 
thing to be the ſon in law of a King So may I ſay, is it a light matter 
for the Lord of heaven and earth to condeſcend fo far as to Covenant 
with his poor creatures, and thereby to become their Debtors, and 
to make them, as it were his equals? When Jonat ban and David enters 
ed into a Covenant of Friendſhip, though one was a Kings Son, the 
other a poor Shepherd, yet there was then a kind of equality between 
them. Burt this muſt be underſtood warily, according to the Text 2 
Cor. 2-9. | Bleſſed be God who hath called us unto the fellowihip of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.] He is ſtill our Lord, though in fellow- 
Chip with us. It is a Covenant of infinit condeſcenſion on Gods part, 
whereby he enters into a League of Friendſhip with his People. 

2. The mercy is the greater, becauſe this Covenant was made after 
the fall of Adam; after we had broken the firſt Covenant, that the 
Lord ſhould try us the ſecond time, is not only an act of infinit gooc- 
neſs of God, but of infinit mercy. There is a difference between the 
goodneſs and the mercy of God; goodneſs may be ſhewed to thoſe that are 
not in miſery : but mercy luppoſeth miſery. And this was our condition 
after the breach of the firſt Covenant. ; 
5 1 God ſhould make this Covenant with Man, and not with 
Devili. 

4. This ſets out the mercy of the Covenant, becauſe it contains 
ſuch rare and glorious benefits, and therefore it is called a Covenant of 
Life and Peace, Mal. 2. 5. an everlaſling Covenant, even the ſure mercies of 


David, Iſai. 55. 3. It is compared to the Waters of Noab Ila. 54. 6. Fa- 


mous are thoſe two Texts, Exod. 19. 5, 6. Fer. 32+ 40, 41. Texts that 


hold forth ſtrong conſolation. By virtue of the covenant, Heaven is not 
only made poſſible, but certain to all Believers, and certain by way of 


Osth. It is by virtue of the covenant, that we call him Father, and may 
lay claim to all the Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Mercy, Cc. that is 
in God. As Fehoſaphat told the King of 1/rae! to whom he was joyned in 


thy 
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thy horſes : ] So doth God ſay to all that are in Covenant with him, my 
Power is thine,my Holineſs is thine, Cc. By virtue of this Covenant,what- 
ſoever thou wanteſt God cannot deny it thee, if it good for thee; . ſay. 
unto God, Lord, thou haſt ſworn to take away my heart of ſtone, and 
to give me à heart of fleſh, thou haſt ſworn to write thy Law in my 
heart, thou haſt ſworn to circumciſe my heart, thou haſt ſworn togive 
me Chriſt, to be my King, Prieſtand Prophet, &. And God cannot but 
be a Covenant · keeper; by virtue of this Covenant, God cannot but ac- 
cept of a poor penitent ſinner, laying hold upon Chriſt for pardon. 2 
Chron, 7. 14. Fer. 3. 14. Promiſſa hec tua ſunt Domine, & quis falli timet cum 
fromittit ipſa veritas? In a word, we may challenge pardoni and heaven 
by our Covenant» 1 Fobn 1, 9. God is not only merciful, but juſt to for 
give us, we may challenge heaven through Chriſt out of Juſtice. 

5. Add laſtly, That the condition of the covenant on our parts; 

ſhould be upon ſuch eaſie terms, therefore. it is called a Covenant of 
free Grace, all that God requires of us, is to take hold of this Covenant 
1/a, 56. to receive this Gift of Righteouſneſs, Rom. 5. To take all Cbrit 
as he is tendered in the covenant, and that which is the greateſt cons 
ſolation of all, God hath promiſed in his covenant to do our part for 
us, Fer. 31. 33.34. Therefore it is called a Temament rather than a coves 
nant. In the New Teſtament, the word 4avix is always hed by the 
\poltle, and not ud, Heaven is conveyed: unto the Elect by way 
of Legacy. It is part of Gods Teſtament, to write his Law in our 
Learts, and to cauſe us to walk in his ways, &-c. Put theſe together, 
ſeing there is ſuch infinit merey in the Covenant, A mercy, jor God 
to enter ino Covenant with us, to doit with u, and not the Angels, with us 
fallen, with us upon ſuch eafie terms, and to make ſuch a Covenant that contains 
ſo many, and not only Jo, but all bleſſings here and bereaſter, in the womb of 
it. It muſt needs be a Land- deſtroy ing, and.Soul-deſtroying Sin, t 
be a Covenantebreaker, LEN. | 

The Uſe and Application of this Doctrine is fourfold, 

Uſe 1. Of Information, if it be ſuch a Land- deſtroy ing Sin, to be 4 
Covenant · breaker; Let us from hence learn the true Cauſe of all the mi- 
ſeries that have happened unto England in theſe late years. The Womb 
out of which all our Calamities are come, England hath brokencovenant 
with God. and now God is breaking England in pieces, even as a Potter 
breaks a Veſſel in pieces; God bath ſent bis Sword to avenge the quarrel of 


bis Covenant, as Chriſt whipt the 128 and Sellers out of the I 5 
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with whips made of the Cords, which they had brought to tye- their. 
Oxen and Sheep wichal, A Covenant is a Cord to tye us to God; and 


now God hath made an Iron Whip of that Covenant which we 


have broken aſunder, to whip us withal. 

We are a Nation in Covenant with God, we have the Books of the 
Covenant, the Old and New Teftament, we have the Seals of the Co- 
venant, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper; we have the Meſſengers of the 


Covenant, the Miniſters of the Goſpel ; we have the Angel of the Co. 


venant, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fully, freely, and clearly ſet out before 
us in the Miniſtry of the Word; But alas, are not theſe Bleſſings a. 
mongſt ns as the Ark was amongſt the Pbiliſtines, rather as Priſoners 
than as Priviledges, rather in teſtimonium & ruinam, quam in ſalutem; ra- 
ther for our Ruine than for our Happineſs? may it not be ſaid of us, 
as Reverend Mulin (aid of the French Proteſtants, Vbile they burned us 
( faith he) for reading the Scriptures we burnt with Zeal to be Reading of 
them; now with our. Libertie,is bred alſo negligence & Dijeſttem of Gods word. 
So is it with us, while we were under the Tyrrany of the Biſhops. Oh 
how ſweet was a Faſting · Day? [ how beautiful were the Feet of them 
that brought the Goſpel of Peace unto you ? ] How Dear and Precious 
were Gods People one to another, c? Bur now howare our Faſting- 
Days ſlighted and vilified? How are the People of God divided one 
from another, Railing upon (in ſtead of Loving) one another? And 
is not the Godly Miniſtry as much perſecuted by the Tongues of ſome 
that would be accounted Godly, as heretofore by the Biſhops Hands ? 
Is not the Holy Bible by ſome rather wreſted than Read? wreſted (I ay) 
by ignorant and unſtable Souls to their ownDeſtruRion ?And as for the 
Seals of the Covenant, (1.) For the Lords Supper, how oft have we {pilt 
the Blood of Chriſt by our unworthy Approaches to his Table? And hence 
it is that he is now ſpilling our Blood;how hard a matter is it to obtain 
Power to keep the Blood of Chriſt from being profaned by ignorant 
and ſcandalous Communicants ? And can we think that God will be 
eaſily intreated to ſheath up his Bloody»Sword, and to ceale ſhedding 
our Blood? oe 5 | | 
2. For the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; how cruel are men grown to their 
little Infants, by keeping ofchem from the Seal of en- 
Meaning the An- trance into the Kingdom of Heaven, and making 
mabaptiſis ana. their Children to be juſt in the ſame condition with 
other Sectarians, the Children of Turks and Infidels ? I remember at 
the beginning of. theſe Wars, there was a great _ 
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upon you, You are ſervi nati, empti, jurati; you are the Born, Bought, 


"1 


ſellupon Godly Peop'e about their little Children, and all their care 
was for their Preſervation, and their Safety; and for the continuance 
of the Goſpel to them, & But now our little children are likely to 
be in a worſe condition than ever, And all this is come upon us as a 
juſt puniſhment of our Baptiſmal covenant- breaking. And as for Feſus 
Cbriſt who is the Angel of the Covenant: Are there not ſome amongſt 
us that Un-God Jeſus Cbriſt? And is it not fit and equal that God ſhould 
Un- Chareb us, and Un-. People us? Are there not Thouſands that have 
ſworn to be Chriſts Servants, and yet are in their Lives the Vaſſals of 
Sin and Satan? And ſhall not God be avenged of ſuch a Nation as 
this?: Theſe things conſidered, it is no wonder our Miſeries are ſo 
great, but the wonder is that they are no greater. © 

The. 2d. Ule is, an uſe of Examinations Days of Humiliation ought 
to be Days of Self-Examination, Let us therefore upon ſuch a Day as 
this, Examin=: whether we be not amongſt the number of thoſe that 
make theTimes perilous, whether we be not Covenant-breakers? Here 
I will ſpeak of three Covenants; 1, Of the Eovenant we made with God 
in our Baptiſm, 2. Of the Covenant we have made with God in owrDiftreſoes. 
2, And eſpecially of this Covenant you are to Renew this day. 

1. Oi the Erovenant which we made in Baptiſm, and renew every 
time we come to the Lords Supper, and upon our ſolemn Days of Faſt» - 
ing. There are none here, but I may ſay of them, rhe Vows of God are 


and Sworn Servants of GOD, you have made a Surrender of yourſelves 
unto God and Chriſt. The Queſtion I put to you is this: How often 
have you broken Covenant with God? It is ſaid, [ Iſa 33. 14. The 
ſinners in Zion are afraid, who ſhall dwell with everlaſting Torments? - 
who ſhall dwell with devouring Fire, &c. ] When God comes to a 
Church-ſinner, to a ſinner under the Old Teſtament, much more to a 
Chriſtianeſinner ; a ſinner under the New Teſtament : and layeth to his 
charge his often Covenant- breaking, Fearfulneſs ſhall poſſeſs him, and 
he will cry out, Oh l wo is me, who can dwell with everlaſting burn- 
ings? Our God is a conſuming Fire, and we are as ſtubble before 
him, who can ſtand before his Indignation 7 ( Nab. 1. 6.) who can 
abide in the fierceneſs of his Anger? when his Fury is poured forth like 
Fire, and the Rocks are thrown down before him. Who can ſtand? Of 
all ſorts of Creatures, a ſinful Chriſtian ſhall not be able to ſtand before 
the Lord, when he comes to viſit the World for their fins, For when 
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a Chtiſtian ſins againſt God, he ſins not only againſt the command. 
ment, but againſt the Covenant, And in every fin he is a Command- 
mznt-breaker,, and a Covenant»breaker. And therefore whereas the 
Apoſtle faith, Tribulation. and anguiſh upon every ſoul that finneth, but fin 
upon the Few, &c. I may add, firſt upon the Chrifian, then upon the 
Few, and then upon the Grecian ; Becauſe the Covenant made with the 
Chriſtian is called a better Covenant: and therefore his fins have a higher 
Aggtavation in them. There is a notable Paſſage in Aaſtin, in which 


he brings inthe Devil thus pleading with God, againſt a wicked Chri: 
ſtian at the Day of Judgment; MAʒuiſſime judex, 7 


adica quod æquum ef ; 
judica meum effe qui tuus eſſe noluit poft renunciationtm: ut quod invaſit panno 
meos; Quid apud eum laſei via, incontinentia, & c. quibus ipſe renunc iaverit 
Quid intemperantia, quid gula, quid faſtus, quid Cetera mea? Hee omnis 
mea peſt renunci at ionem invaſit, meus eſſe voluit, mea concupivit ; Judice 


Equiſſime judex, . quoniam quam tu non dedignatus es tanto prætis liberare, ipſe 

mibi doſtmodum voluit obligare, That is, Oh thou righteous Judge, give 

| er judge him to be mine, who refuſed to be thine, even 
aft 


er he had renqQunced me in his Baptiſm ; what had he to do to wear 
my Livery? What had he to do with Gluttony, Drunkennelſs, Pride, 
Wantonneſs, Incontinency, and the reſtof my Ware: All theſe things 
he hath practiſed ſince he renounced the Devil and all his Works. Mine 


he is, Judge righteous Judgment; for he whom thou haſt not diſdained 
to Die for, hath obliged himſelf to me by his ſins, . 


Now what can God ſay to this charge of the Devils, but take bim 
Deuil, ſeing he would be thine, take him, torment him with ever 


laſting Torments. Cyprian brings in the Devil thus ſpeaking to Chriſt 


in the great Day of Judgment, Ego pro iſtis quos mecum vides nec alaps: 
accepi,nes flagella ſuſtinui, nec crucem pertuli, nec ſanguinem fudi, ſed nec regnum 
 celeſte illis promitto, nec ad paradiſum evoco. & tamen ſe mibi ſuaque omni 
conſecrarunt. I have not (ſaith the Devil) been whipt and ſcourg- 
ed, and crucified; neither have I ſhed my Blood for theſe whom thou 
ſeeſt with me. I do not promiſe them a Kingdom of Heaven, &c. and 
yet theſe men have. wholly conſecrated themſelves to me and my Ser- 
vice. Indeed if the Devil could make ſuch gainful Covenants with us, 
and beſtow ſuch glorious Mercies upon us as are contained within the 
Covenant, our: ſerving ofSatan & ſin might have ſome Excuſe. But where- 
as his Covenant is a Covenant of Bondage, Death, Hell, and Damna- 


tion; And God's Covenant is a Covenant of- Liberty, Grace, _ 
| eterna 


1 
eternal Happineſs, it muſt needs be a ſin inexcuſable, to be willingly 
and wilfully fuch a Covenant- Breaker, 

2. Let us Examine concerning the Vows which we have made to 
God in our Diſtreſſes, in cur Perlonal- Diſtreſſes, and cur National- 
Diſtreſſes. Are we not liks the Children of I/rae!, of whom it is ſaid, 
[ P/al. 78. 34. When he ſlew them, then they ſought him, and they 
returned and enquired early after God, &c. Nevertheleſs they did 
flatter him with their mouth, &. For their Heart was not right with 
him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. ] Are we not like 
little children that while they are whiping well promiſe any thing, but 
when the whiping is over, will perform nothing? Or like unto Iron 
that is very ſoft and malleable while it is in the Fire, but when it is 
taken out of the Fire, returns preſently to its former Hardneſs > This 
was Jacobs fault: he made a Vow when he was in Diſtreſs, Gen. 28. 22, 
but he forgot his Covenant, and God was angry with him, and cha-. 
ſtiſed him in his Daughter Dinah, Gen. 34.5+ and in his two Sons Si- 
men and Levi. And at laſt God himſelf was fain to call to him from Hea- 
ven to keep Covenant; And after that time God bleſſed Jacob exe 
ceedingly, Gen. 35-9, 10, 11, 12. We read of David, Pſa. 56. 13, 14, 
15. that he profeſles of himſelf, that he would go to Gods houſe, and pay the 
Vows which bis lips uttered, and his mouth had ſpcken when be was in trouble. 
But how few are there that imitates David inthis thing, 

2. Let us Fxamine our ſelves concerning this Solemn League and Cove- 
nant which we are to Renew this Day, And here I demand an An- 
{wer to this Queſtion. Que//, Ate we not Covenant-Breakers? Do 
we not make the Times perilous by our falſiſy ing of our Oath and Co- 
venant with God, 

In our Covenant we ſwear to ſix Things. 

1. Thatwe will endeavour to be humbledfor own ſins, and for the ſins 
of the Kingdom : But where ſhall we find a Mourner in England for 
his ownAbominations, &for the Abominations that are committed in the 
midſt of us > It is eaſis to find a Cenſurer of the ſins of the Land, but 
hard to find a true Mourner for the fins of the Land, 

2. We (wear that we will endeavour to go before one another inthe 
Example of a real Reformation. But who makes conſcience of this part 
of the Oath ! What ſin haſt thou left, or in what one thing haſt thou 
Reformed fince thou took this Covenant? We read Ezra 10.7. That 
ben entred into a Covenant to put away their Wives and theirChildren ere 
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Which was a very difficult and hard Duty, and yet they did it. But 
what Boſom-ſin, what beloved fin, as dear to thee as thy dear Wife and 
Children, haſt thou left for God's ſake ſince thou tookeſt this Oath ? 1 
read Neb, F. 13. That the People took an Oath to make Reſtitution, 
which was a coſtly Duty, and yet they performed ir, ſaith the Text. 
But alas! where is the man that hath made Reſtitution of his ill gotten 
Goods ſince he took this Covenant? I read 2 Chron. rg, 16, that King 
Aſa Depoſed his Mother Maacbab, ber, even ber from being Queen, after 
he had entred into Covenant: and that the People 2 Kings 11. 18. 
After they had ſworn a Covenant, brake in pieces all the Altars of Bay! 
throughly. But where is this through Reformation, this through A. 
mendment of Life ? Indeed here is much talk of a Reformation, but 
little practice of a Reformaticn. We ſay we fight for a Reformation; but 
I fear leſt in a little time, we fight away our Reformation, Or if we 
fight it not away, yet we ſhould Diſpute it away. For now all our Re- 
ligien is turned into Utrum's, into Queſtions, in ſo much as that there are 
{ome that call all Religion into Queſtion, and in a little while. will loſe 
all Religion in the crowd of Queſtions; inter diſputandum, veritas & Re- 
ligio amittitur. There was a time not many years ago, when God did 

leſs our Miniſtry in the City, to the Converſion of many People unto 
God]; but now there are many that ſtudy more to gain Parties to them- 
ſelves, than to gain Souls to God, The great work of Converſion is 
little thought on, and never fo few ( if any at all) converted as in theſe 
Days wherein we talk ſo much of Reformation, And is this to keep Co- 
venant with God ? 

We ſwear to endeavour to amend the lives, and reform not only our ſelves, 
but alſothoſe that are under our charge, But where is that Family Reformation? 
Indeed I read of Jacob, that when he went to perform his Vow and Co. 
venant, he firſt reformed his Family, Ger. 35. 3. And that Joſhua re- 
{oived ( and performed it) for bimſelf and bis Family to ſerve the Lord. 
And ſo did Foſizb, 2 Chren. 34. And oh that I could add, and ſo do we. 
But the Wickedneſſes committed in our Families, Iproclaim the contrary 
to all the World. M hat Nobiemans, what Aldermans, what Merchants 
Fami ies is more reformed ſince the Covenant, than beſore? We ſpeak 
and contend much for a Church Reformation, but how can there be a 
Church Reformation, unleſs there be a Family Reformation? What though 
the Chutc' = Worſhip be pure, yet if the Werſhippers be Impure, God will 
not accept of the Worſhip? And if Families be not reformed, how will 
your Worſhippers be pure? | 4. 
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4+ We ſwear to endeavourto bring tbec hurc bes of God in the three Ringdom: 
o the neareFt Uniformity in Religion Confeſſion of Faith, Form of Church Govern= 
ment, Directory for Worſhip, and Catechiling, &c, But are there not ſome 
that write againſt an Uniformity in Religion, and call it an Ido? are 
there not many that walk profeſſedly contrary to this clauſe of the co: 
venant? There are three Texts of Scripture that People keep the quite 
contrary way. The firſt is Matth. 6. 31,32, 34. Take no thought what ye ſhall 
eat, &c. Take no thought for to morrow. And moſt People take thought 
for nothing elſe. The 2d. is Matth. 6. 33. Seek ye firf the Kingdom of God 
and bis righteouſneſs, &c. And moſt People (eek this laſt of all- The 
34. Text is, Job. 6 27. Labour not for the meat that periſveth, but for the 
meat that endureth for ever, 8c, And moſt People labour not for the meat 
that endureth for ever, but for the meat that periſheth. As theſe three 
Texts are kept, fo do many People keep this part of the Oath ; for there 
were never more Diviſion; and Differences in the church, never more 
Deformity, and pleading againſt Uniformity, than now there is; 

5. We (wear to endeavour the Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, Superſtition, 
Hereſie, Schiſm, &c. And yet notwithſtanding there are ſome that have 
taken the Oath, that contend earneſtly for a Toleration of all Religin 
ons. 

6. We Swear againſt a deteſlable indifferency and neutrality in ibis cauſe, 
which ſo much concerneth the Glory of God, &c. And yet how many are 
there amongſt us that are like unto Galis, that care not what becomes 
of the cauſe of God, fo they may have peace and quiet > That will not 
be the back wardeſt of all, and yet will be ſure not to be too forward; 
for fear, leſt if the Times turn, they ſhould be noted amongſt the chief 
of the Faction? that are very indifferent which Side prevail, ſo they 
may have their Trading again? that ſay as the Polititian, that they 
*would be careful not to come too near theHeels ofReligion,leſt it ſhould 
* daſh out their Brains: and as the King of Aragon told Beza, That 
* he would wade no further into the Sea of Religion, than he could 
© ſafely return to Shore. | 

In all theſe fix Particulars, let us ſeriouſly ſearch and try our Hearts, 
Whether we be not among the number of thoſe that make the Times 

erilous. 
, The third Uſe is for Humiliaticn: Let the conſideraticn of our cove- 
nant-breaking, be a Heart-breaking conſideration to every one of us 
this Day ; Let this be a mighty and powerful Argument to humble 
us upon this Day of Humiliation, There 
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There are five Conſiderations that are exceedingly Soul- bumbling, if 
God bleſs them to us. 

1. The Conſideration of the many Commandments of God, that we 
have often and ofcen broken. 

2. The Conſideration of the breaking of Feſus Chriſt for our ſins, how 
he was Rent and Torn for our Iniquities. 

3. The Conſideration of the breaking of the Bread, and the pouring 
out of the Wine in the Sacrament, which is a Heart-breaking Motive 
and Help. . 

4. The Broken-Conditien that the Kingdom of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, and that Germany is in at this time. 

5. The many Vows and Covenants that we have broken; our Sacra. 
ment-Covenants our Faſting. Covenants, our Sick-bed-Covenants; and eſpe- 
cially the conſideration of our often breaking our National. Covenant, 
which you come this day to renew. This is a ſin in Folio, a fin of a 
high Nature: And if ever God awaken our Conſcience in this Life, 
a ſin that will ly like a heavy Incuba upon it= A greater fin than to fin 
againſt a Commandment, oragainſt an Ordinance. A ſin not only of 
Diſobedience, but of Perjury ; a fin of Injuſtice, of ſpiritual Adultery, 
a ſin of Sacriledge, a fin of great Unkindneſs, a fin that not only 
makes us Dlſobedient, but Difhoneſt ; for we account him a Diſhoneſt 
man that keeps not his word. A fin that not only every good Chriſti- 
an, but every good Heathen doth abhor 3 a ſin that not only brings 
Damnation upon us, but caſteth ſuch an horrible Diſgrace and Re- 
proach upon God, that it cannot ſtand with Ged's Honour not to be 
avenged of a Covenant-breaker- *©* Tertullian ſaith, That when a Chri- 
© ſtian forſakes his Covenant, and the Colours of Chriſt, and turns to 
©ſerve as the Devils Souldier, he puts an unſpeakable Diſcredit upon 
God and Chriſt. For it is as much as if he ſhould ſay : 7 like the Ser- 
vice of the Devil better than the Service of God, And it is juſt as if a Soul- 
dier that hath waged War under a Captain, and afterwards forſaking 
him and turns to another, and after that leaves this other Captain, 
and turns to his former Captain, This is to prefer the firſt Captain be- 
fore the ſecond, This makes God complain, | Fer. 24. What iniquity 
have your Fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, 
&c. And in the 11. verſe, Hath any Nation changed their god, which 
yet are no Gods F But my People have changed their Glory for that 
which doth not profit.] Baſil brings in the Devil inſulting over — 
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ind faying, I never Crhitel'nar 
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C | edeeined thele Men, a nd yet they 
© have obe ed me, and cantenined thee, O Chriſt, even'aft'erthey have 
* covenanted to be thihe. And'then he adds, equider 10 i ſlam futurans 
adverſusChriſtum eloriatJonem boſtjs inſolentemgraviui longe fe tano quam ge- 
hennæ ſupplicis. That is. 1 eitzern this Mae of: Devil over Jeſus Ebriſt "at the 


great day, ee vont tos trie Saint, then allthe torments of bell, a ſay. 


ing worthy, to be Written in Letters of Gold ; ſeing then that covenatit- 
breaking is ſo great ah abominacien, the Lord give us hearts to be hum- 
bled for this great abomination. this day, And this will be a notable 
Preparation {0 fie you for the oer ng of your Covenant. For we read, 
that Nebemiab fir ſt called his eople ro faſt, before he drew them unto 
a Covenant, wont to which Pattern, you are here met to pray, and 
humble your. Souls for your former Covenant. breaking; and then to 
bind your ſelves anew unto the Cord our Cod. As wax when it is melted 
will receive the Impreſion of a Seal, which it will not do before ; So 
will your hearts, when melted unto godly ſorrow for our ſins, receive the 
Ss] of God abidingly upon them, which they will not do when hardefi= 


- 


ed in Sin. | r 3 
1s every man that ſins againſt the Cayenent to be accounted a Co- 


* ” 


venant- breaker, and a Perjured Sacrilegious Perfon ? © 


By no means. For as every failing of a Wife doth nor break Coves 
nant between her and her Huzband;; but ſhe is to be accounted a Wife 
till ſhe, by committing Adultery break the Covenant; So'every 'mife 
carriage againſt the Covenant 1 grace, of againſt this National Covenant 
doth not denominat us in a Goſpet aceount, Covengnt-breakers 1 But then 
God accounts us accorging te ts Goſpel to break Covenant, when we do 
not only ſin, but commit ſin, againſt e Covenant, when we do not 
only ſin out of weaknels, but apt "of wickedneſs ; when we do not 
on Mei but fall into ſin; when we ferſale and renounce the Covenant, 
wheh we deal freacherouſy in the Covenant, and enter into league and 
Covenant with thoſe ſins which we Have ſworn againſt, when we walk, 
into Anti- event Paths, and willingly. do contrary. to what we 
ſwear, then ace We perjured, and unja "and [acrilegious, and guilty "ot 
all theſe things formerly mentioned. 3 n e n 

The 4. Uſe preſents unto you a Divine, and therefore a ſure project do 
make the times happie, and that is, let al Covenant-takers labour to be 
Covenant keepers. It hath pleaſed God to put it in your hearts to re- 
new your Covenant, che fame God — you to keep Covenant. It 
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is ſaid, 2 Chro. 24. 3 f, 32. 75. Rig made a Covenant before the Lord, 


6 


&c. and be cauſed all that wereyreſent in Jeruſalem ind Benjamin 10 fland ty 
it. And 2 King 23. 3. The King Bvod by ; pillar, and made s Covenant 

before the Lord, WC, and all the people food to the Covenant This is your 
Duty, nat only to rake ſbe Covenant, but to ſtand: to the Cove- 
nant; and to "ſtand to- it wre all! Oppoſition to the'contrary, ac. 
cording as wy! read, 2 Chro. x 5 12, 13. Aud they entered into Covenant 
to ſeek the Lor God of their © Father, &09. that whoſoever would not feek the 
Lord Godof Iſrael, ſnould be put to Death, whether ſmal or Far, whether 
man or Woman. For it is not᷑ the taking, ur the Wee 8 the Cove- 


nant that will make you ae God is filed, A "God kepin Copenant 
4 


Deut, 9. 4. Neh. r. 5, O that this mighrbe the honour of this City 1 That 
we may lay of it, London is a City keeping Covenant with God. Great and 
many are the bleflings intailed upon Covenant -keepers, Exod. 19. 5, 6. 
{ Now therefore if ye will obey my voice indeed, and -heep my Co- 
venant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure unto me, above all People: 
| forall the earth is mine: And ye ſhall be unto me a Kingdom of Prieſts, 
and an holy Nation,&c. P/al. 25. 10. All the paths of the Lord are mercy 
and truth, unto ſuch as keep his Covenant, &. Pſal. 15. 4. ] There 
2 n Covenants, L ſhall perſwade, you ih a ſpecial manner to 
_ "Kand to. | | 1 
1. The Covenant you made with God in Baptiſm, a Chriſtian (ſaith 
Chriſaſtom) ſhould never ſtep out of Doors, or ly down in his Bed, or 
go into his Cloſer, but he ſhould remember that Word gbrenancio, that 
is, he ſhould remember the time when he did renounce the Devil, 
and all his works. Oh, let us not forget that Which we gught always 
to remember! let us remember Naeh that Cqvenant, as We ever de- 
ſire God ſhould remember us in mercy at theigreat dax. 

2. The Covenant we make with God in gur Afflictions. Famous is 
that Paſſage of Pliny in one ol his Epiſtles, to one that deſired Rules 
from him how to Order his Life aright. I will ( faith he) give you 
one Rule, which (ball be in ſtead. of a thouſand ; ut tales eſſe. perſeverte 
mul ſani, quales nos futuros fit Frefitemur infirmi. That we ſhould per- 

ſevere to be ſuch when we are well, as we promiſe to be When we are 
ſick. A Sentence nevet to be forgotten: The Lord help us to live ac: 

corxdingli x. bd r 
. The Covenant which you are td take this dey. The happineſs or mi. 
berg of Englend doth, much depend upon the keeping or breaking of 


. 
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this Covenant, if England keep it, England by keeping Covenant ſhall 
Rand ſure, according to that Text, Exel. 7, 14, if England break its 
God will break England in pieces. If England ſlight it, Ged will flight 
England If England fotſake it, God will bifake England, and this ſhall 
be written upon the Tomb of periſhing England, Here leth a Nation 
that hath'broken the Covenant of their Gad. Remember what you have 
heard this day, that it is the Brand ofa Reprobat, to be a Covenants ' 
breaker, and it is the part ofa Fool to V and not to pay bis vows. And 
God hath no delight in the Sacrifice of Fools. Better not to vow, than 
toyow and not to pay, Ectl. 5.4, J. It is ſuch an high Preſanation of 
Gods Name, as that God cannot hold a Covenant-brea ker guiltleſs, 
it is Perjury, Iujuſtice, Spiritual n. Sacriledge, + 1 
the very lifcing up of dur hands this LC (it ye do nor ſet Heart and 
Hand on work to keep Covenant) will be ſufficient Witneſs againſt you 
at the great day. We read Gen, 31, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 52, 53; 
[That Jacob and Laban entered in Covenant, and took a heap oFſtones, 
and they called the place Mzpabgthe Lord watch between me and thee. 
and made them a Witneſs, and ſaid, this heap is a Witneſs, &. th 
God of Abrabam judge betwixt us, &.] Such is your condition this 
day. Vou enter into Covenant to become the Lords, and to be valiant 
for his Truth, and againſt his Enemies, and the very ftones of thisChurch 

ſhall be Witneſs againſt ydu, if you break Covenant. The name of 
this place may be called Mizpah. The Lord will watch over you fot 
Good, if you. keep it, and for Evil, if you break it, and all the curſes 
contained in the Book of the Covepant ſhall light upon a willing cove- 
nant- breaker. The Lord faſten theſe Meditations; and Soul awakning - 
conſiderations upon your hearts. The Lord give you grace to keep 
cloſs to the Covenant, and a good Confeience, which are both loſt by 
breaking Covenant, e F 

There are 4. things I ſhall perſwade you unto in purſuance ol your 
/ THe a He | | | heh ah 
r. To be humbled for your own Sins, and for the Sins of the 1 
dom; and more eſpecially, becauſe we have not, as we ought val- - 
ued the ineſtimable benefit of the Goſpel, that we have not laboured 
to rective Chriſt in our hearts, nor to walk woithy of him in our Lives, 
which are the cauſes of other Sins, and Tranſgreſſions ſo much abound- 
ing amongſt us. Goſpel Sins gre greater than Legal Sins, and will 
bring Goſpel curſes, which are greater than Legal Curfes, And there- 


fore 
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fore let us be humbled according to our covenatit, for all our Golpel 
abominations. . at toffee Rr 
2. You muſt be ambitious to go before. one another in an example of real 
Reformation. You muſt {wear Vainly no more, be Drunk no more, 
break the Sabbath no more, O's. You muſt remember what David ſays, 
 Pſal. 50. 16. But unto the wicked God ſaith, what-haſt thou ts do to take my 
Covenant in thy mouth? ſeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my ward: be- 
bind thee, To fin willingly after we have ſworn not to ſin, is not only to ſin 
againſt a Commandment, (as I have ſaid ) but to fin againſt an Oath; 
which is a double Iniquity, and will procure a double Damnation. And 
be that takes a Covenant to Reform, and yet continusth Unreformed, 
is Covenang,vil be unto him as the bitter water of jealonfie was ty the woman 
 Fuilty of Adultery, which made ber belly to ſwell, and thigh to rer, &c. Num, 
F. 22, 1 | | FFF 
3. Lou muſt be care ful to reform your Families according to your Covenant, 
and the example of Jacob and Foſhus, and the Godly Kings fore · men: 


- 
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4. You muſt endeavour, according to your Places and callings to bring 
the Churches of God in the three Kingdoms, to the neareft ConunGion and Uni» 
formity in Religion, &c. O bleſſed Unity | How comes it to paſs. that thou 
art To much flighted and contemned? Was not Unity one of the chief 
Parts of Chriſt's Prayer unto, his Father, when he was here upon the 
| Earth : Fob. 17,11. Is not Unity amongſt Chriſtians, one of the ſtronge 
Arguments to perſwade the World to believe in Chriſt, Fob, 17. 21. Is 
it not the chief delice of the, holy Apoſtles, that we ſbould all. peak tbe 
Jam things, and that there ſhould be no Diviſien , amongſt us, &. 1 Cor. 1, 
Io, Phil. 2. 1,2 2. c, Is not Unity the Happineſs of Heaven? Is it not 
the happineſs of a City to be at Unity within it ſelf? Is it not a.gopd and 
Pleaſant thing for Brethren to dwell together in Unity? how comes.it to pal; 
then, that this part of the Covenant is ſo much forgotten / The Lord 
mind you of it this Day; & the Lord make this great and famous City a 
City of Holineſs, and a City at Unity within it. ſelf: For if Unity be de- 
-ſtroyed, Purity will quickly alſo be deſtroyed, The church of God 
is Una as well as Sancta; it, is but one Eharch as well as it is a Ho [yEburch, 
And Feſus Chriſt gave ſome to be Apoſtles, &c, till we all came to the Uni!) of 
the Faith. The Government of Chriſt is appointed for keeping the 
Church in Unity as well as Purity, "Thoſe things which God hath 
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joyned together, let no man put aſunder. That Government which 
doth not promote Unity as well as Purity, is not the Government of- 
Chriſt. Oh, the miſery of that Kingdom where Church Diviſions ate 
nouriſhed and fomented ! A Kingdom, or Church againſt it ſelf can- 
not ſtand, Would it not be a fad thing to fee twelve in a Family, and 
one of them a Presbyterian, another an Independent, another a Brouxiſt, 
another an Antinomian, another an Anabaptiſt, another a Fam'l:t another 
for Prelatical Government, another a Seeker, another a Papiſt, and. che 
tenth it may be an Aibeiſt, and the eleventh a Few, and the twelfth a 
Turk? The Lord in his due time heal our Diviſions, and make you his 
choice Inſtruments according to your Places, [ that the Lord may be 
one and his Name one in the three Kingdoms, ] 

Queſt, But ſome will ſay, How ſhall I do to get up my heart to this 
high pitch, that I may be a Covenant-Keeper? 

i will propound theſe three Helps. 

1. Labour to be always mindful of your Covenant, according to that 
Text,, — God is always mindful of his Covenant. ] le 
was the great fin of the People of Irael, that they were unmindful of 
the Covenant; Neb. 9. 17. They firſt forgat the Covenant, and after- 
wards did quickly forſake it. He that forgets the Covenant muſt needs 
be a Covenant-Breaker, Let us therefore remember it, & carry it about us 
as quotidianum argumentum, and quotidianum mynimentum, firſt let us make 
a Covenant a daily Argument againſt all fin and iniquity; and when 
we are tempted to any fin, let us fay, I have ſworn to forſake my old 
Iniquity: and if I commit this fin, I am not only a Commandment» 
breaker, but an Oath- breaker; I am perjured. I have ſworn to Re- 
form my Family, and therefore I will not ſuffer a wicked perſon to 
tarry in my Family. I have ſworn againſt Neutrality and Indifferency, 
and therefore I will be zealous in Gods cauſe, & c. 2. Let us make 
this Covenant a daily muniment& Armour ofDefence,to beat back all the 
fiery Darts of the Devil; when any one tempts thee by promiſe of 
Preferment to do contrary to thy Covenant, or threatning to ruine thee 
for the hearty purſuing of thy covenant, here is a ready Anſwer; I am 
{worn to do what I do, and if I do otherwiſe, Iam a perjured wretch. 

This is a Wall of Braſs to reſiſt any Dart that ſhall be ſhot againſt thee 
for well doing, according to thy Covenant, Famous is the Story of 
Hannibal, whigh he told King — when he required Aid of bigs 

again 
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againſt the Roman;; © When I was 9 years old (ſaid he) my Father 
carried me to the Altar, and made me take an Oath to be an irre. 
© concilable Foe to the Romans ; in purſuance of this Oath, I have waged 
War 2gainſt them 36 years, To keep this Oath I have left my Coun. 
*erey, and am come to ſeek Aid at your Hands, which if you deny, I 
*will travel all over the World to find out ſome Enemies to the Roman 
State, od; odioque ſum. Romanis* If an Oath did fo mightily operat in 
Hannibal; let the Oath you are to take this Day, work as powerfullyup« 
on you; and make your Oath an Argument to oppoſe perſonal ſins, 
and Family-ſins. and to oppoſe Hereſie, Schiſm, and all Profanenels ; 
and to endeavour ro bring the Church of GOD in the three Kingdoms, 
to the neareſt Conjunction, Uniformity, &c. And let this Oath be 
Armour-proof againſt all Temptations to the contrary. And know. 
this one thing, that if the Covenant be not a daily Argument and mu- 
niment againſt ſin, it will become upon your breaking of it, quotidianum 
teſtimonium & æternum opprobrium, a daily Witnels againſl you as the 
Book of the Law was, Deut. 31. 26. and an everlaſting ſhame and re- 
proach unto you and yours. | | 
2. Let us have high thoughts of the Covenant. Actions, and Affædi- 
ons follow our Apprehenſions. If chy Judgment be beleapered with a 
corrupt Opinion about the Covenant, thy Affections Actions will 
quickly be beleapered alſo, and therefore you ought to endeayour 
according to your places, that nothing be ſpoken, or written, that may 
tend to the prejudice of the Covenant. ys 
3. Youmuſt take heed of the curſed ſin of Se/felove, which is placed 
in the Forefront, as the cauſe of all the Catalogue of fins here named; 
becauſe men are lovers ef themſelves, therefore they are covetous, &c. 
and therefore they are Covenant-breakers, A.Self-/eeker: cannot but be 
a Coyvenant-breaker; this is a fin you muſt hate as the very gates of 
Hell. 3 
And this is the ſecond ſin I promiſed in the beginning of my Sermon 
to ſpeak on: but the Time and your other Occaſions wall not permit. 
There is a Natural Self love, and a Divine Self. leve, and a ſiful Self. 
bove. This finful Selſelove is, when we make our ſelves the laſt End of 
all our Actions, when we ſo love our ſelves, as to love u man but our ſelves; | 
according to the Proverb, Every man for himſelf, & When we pre- 
tend GOD and bi: Glory, and the Cemmon- good; but intend our * 
| | an 
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and our own priv Gain and Latereſt; when we ſerve GOD upon 50d. 
tick Deſigns ;. of this ſinful Sel f. love the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. 2. 21. For 
all [eek their own things, and not the things of Feſus Cbriſt. And if we had 
a Window to look into the Hearts of moſt People, we ſhould find their 
Hearts made up all of this Idolatrous Self-love. All their Deſigns are 
for to promote themſelves, They monopolize and ingreſs all to themſelves, 
asif made for themſelves. Where this ſinful Self-love dwels,there dwells 
no love to GOD, no love to thy Brother, no love to Eburch or State, This 
ſinful Self-love is the Caterpillar, that deſtroyeth Church and Common- 
wealth. It is from this fintul Self-love that the public Affairs drive on 
ſo heavily, and that Church-Government is not ſettled, and that our 
Covenant is ſo much neglected. Of this ſin I cannot now ſpeak; but 
when GOD ſhall offer opportunity, I ſhall endeavour to uncaſe it you. 
In the mean time, the LORD give you Grace to hate it as Hell it ſelf, 


